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Principal’s Message 


 First let me welcome all our students and staff back for another year.  Within our first few weeks, our students were treated to a great pancake breakfast hosted by the SRC who paid for the meal and our staff who cooked and served the breakfast.  This year our staff tried something new with our high school students paired with our elementary students who ate breakfast in the gym.  It was a great success.

Our academic programs are well under way with new high school courses in Pre-Calculus 20, Math Foundations 20, and Visual Arts 10.  A listing of all our grade 10-12 subjects is listed in the newsletter.


I would like to welcome to our staff, Ms. Stoebich our Senior Science teacher, Ms. Mannix our Special Education teacher and grade 6 Language Arts and Math teacher and Mrs. Dmytryshyn who is our new Library Technician.  The school is looking forward to their enthusiasm and expertise in helping create a positive learning experience.  A list of all our staff members is included in this newsletter.

Fantastic!  Great!  Tremendous.  These are the words that come to mind in describing our first grade 7-12 overnight team building camping experience.  The school had 28 students involved in an overnight camping event that included person surfing, bat races, balloon bursting and hula-hoop races.  The camping was a great success; despite the cool weather on Friday night, the 16th.  I would like to thank Mrs. Pylypow for developing this idea and to Mrs. Morrison, Mrs. Sargeant , Mrs. Wells and Mr. Dallaire for chaperoning
Little Notes.


To ensure proper staff supervision of our students the school asks that parents would please send their children to school after 8:30.  The school thanks parents and guardians for your cooperation.

A Big Canadian Welcome

Our school would like to welcome a new foreign exchange student from Japan, Ai Horinouchi.

Ai will be staying at Angie and Terry Chernesky’s for the 2011-2012 school year.  Already Ai has participated in our camping event as well as joining our senior girls.  I am sure that Ai will add much to our 

school community.  The school welcomes her and wishes her a great year. 

New Teacher Introduction


Hello Glaslyn!  My name is Meagan Mannix, and I am the new Grade 6 and Special Education teacher at Glaslyn Central School.  Some of you may know me or my name may sound familiar to you.  This is because I attended Glaslyn Central 
School.  Some of you may know me or my name may sound familiar to you.  This is because I attended Glaslyn Central School from Grade 3 to  Grade 8 (1997-2002).  After leaving Glaslyn I went to Biggar where I attended Grade 9, and then to Edam where I attended Grade 10 to Grade 12.  I started working on my Education Degree at Lakeland College in Lloydminster, and then transferred to the University of Alberta in Edmonton.  I graduated from the U of A with a Bachelor of Elementary Education this past April.  I am very excited to be back in Glaslyn and look forward to seeing lots of familiar faces, as well as meeting many of the new people that moved to the community since I have left.  If you have any questions or would like to talk to me about anything please feel free to call me at the school or stop by my classroom.



~Miss Mannix

Character Education

The Character Education Trait for September and October is Unity.  Here are a few of the key elements of this important trait 

What is Unity?

Unity helps people work and live together peacefully.  When you practise unity, you feel connected to everyone and everything.  Unity brings harmony, like the music made by the different instruments in an orchestra.  Unity comes when we value each person.  The joy of one is the joy of all.  The hurt of one is the hurt of all.  The honour of one is the honour of all.

Why Practice It?

Without unity, differences scare people and drive them apart.  Without unity, each person stands alone.  When we come together in unity, we cooperate.   We work together to accomplish more that any one of us could by ourselves.  We feel a sense of unity with all living things, and do our part to care for the earth.
Library News
Welcome back to the Library!

The new school year has been lots of fun so far. Our library theme this year is “GROW WITH BOOKS” and the students are helping me to grow a “Book Vine” in the library by filling out and adding a leaf every time they read a book. There have already been prizes awarded for the 1st, 25th, 50th and 75th leaves and the vine has just reached the windows! I hope it grows around the whole room and maybe even out the door by June! 

Our annual Book Fair fundraiser will be held during Education Week, October 17-21 (exact dates and times TBA). Most grades will be contributing art projects to help decorate for the fair, so come in to see their creative accomplishments. The fair is open to ALL the public during the scheduled times and each purchase helps us to buy new reading material for GCS students. Books make great gifts for birthdays, Halloween or Christmas! I will also be asking for a few parent volunteers to help me keep track of sales during the fair.

      ~See you at the Book Fair, Laurie Dmytryshyn
Elementary happenings

It’s shaping up to be a great year for our elementary students.  Lunch hour soccer league is in full swing with both the boys’ and girls’ soccer team gearing up for a tournament sometime in October. Students from Gr. 3 and up are participating in our LET program (Learning Enhancement Time) where everyone sits down and reads books for 20 minutes every day. 

Last year our vice principal, Mrs. Dorval, conducted a monthly awards day for the elementary students. I will continue with that tradition starting in early October. Please refer to the notice that your child should have brought home. In case you did not receive the notice the dates are as follows at 9:00 a.m. each day :

Friday, September 30

Wednesday, November 2

Friday, December 16

Tuesday, February 14

Thursday, April 5

Monday, May 28

We are hoping that many of you will come out to honour our students and also to find out about what is happening at our school. We believe that parents are important partners in every child’s education, so we welcome you to the school anytime.

Thank you,

M. Loncar, Vice Principal

A Message from the Public Health Nurse
A message from the Public Health Nurse.  (September, Elementary) 

As you begin a new school year, Public Health would like to remind all parents to ensure their child’s immunization status is up to date.  If you are unsure, please call your Public Health Nurse to check your child’s record.  We would also like to invite all new families enrolled in Kindergarten and Grade 6 to contact Public Health so we can request your child’s immunization records from your previous location(s).  

Reminder:  Grade 6 parents please watch for immunization packages which will be coming home shortly for your review.  Please ensure you sign the consent form and promptly return it to school.  If you have any questions or concerns regarding immunization, please contact your Public Health office.  This year we will continue offering Hepatitis B, Human Papillomavirus (females only) and Varicella (for those who have not had Chickenpox disease).  Starting this year we will also offer one dose of Meningococcal ACYW-135 for all students in grade 6.  This dose of will provide a booster for those who have received Meningococcal C in infancy/early childhood as well as additional protection from 3 other types of Meningococcal.     

Head Lice:  

Anyone can get head lice.  They are common in classrooms and daycares because children play so closely together.  Head lice are small insects that live on scalp, they bite and cause itching.  Lice lay eggs called nits which are small, oval and yellowish white.  To prevent the spread of lice, it is important to check your child’s head once a week all year long.  Remind children to store their clothing away from other children’s clothing if possible, braid or tie back long hair and teach your children not to share brushes, combs or head gear. If lice are detected, check everyone in the home.  
Treat all household members who have head lice promptly and at the same time.  Nits should be removed daily with a louse comb right after the first treatment and for at least 2 weeks after the second treatment. All personal items such as combs, hair accessories, bedding and clothing need to be cleaned in very hot water and dried thoroughly.  There are a number of effective shampoo treatments for head lice.  They all contain insecticide that kills the lice.  A pharmacist, doctor or public health nurse can help you choose the best product to help you.  
Glaslyn Central School 2011-2012 Staff

Here are the staff members of Glaslyn Central School for the 2011-2012 School Year:

Secretary


Lynn Bower

Library Technician

Laurie Dmytryshyn

Educational Assistants

Carol Lee Allen





Angie Chernesky





Kathy Morrison





Carrie Russett





Sharon Sargeant

Wellness Coordinator

Carolanne Pylypow

Homeroom 


Teacher

Kindergarten


Ms. Hamm

Grade 1 / 2


Miss Smith

Grade 3



Mrs. Hicks

Grade 4 / 5


Mrs. Crawley

Grade 6//Special Education
Miss Mannix

Grade 7



Mr. Dallaire

Grade 8/ 9 Vice Principal

Mr. Loncar

Grade 10


Mrs. Elliott

Grade 11


Miss Stoebich

Grade 12  Principal

Mr. Goota

Grade 2 ELA, 5 Math/P.E..
Mrs. Wells

Custodian


Denis Ouellette

Assistant Custodian

Karen Durocher

Bus Driver


Dan Bower

Bus Driver


Merv Pritchett

Bus Driver


Leonard Pylypow

Protocol to Address Concerns


In the course of hundreds of school activities and interactions, problems and concerns and sometimes miscommunications occur.  As we begin a new school year, I believe it is critical to emphasize the importance of positive protocol in addressing concerns or problems.  First, it is important that if a parent has a question, problem or issue regarding their child, the parent should first discuss it with the child’s teacher.  If this fails to resolve the concern, the next step would involve myself, Mr. Goota and Mr. Loncar the school’s administrative team.  Finally, if such action does not satisfy the parent, he or she should contact our superintendent Terry Craig at 236-5614.  By following this protocol, problems and issues can be handled in a positive and effective manner.
Milk Program 2011-2012

We are pleased to announce that we will be offering the milk program in our school once again.  We will start selling milk on Monday, September 19th.  Unfinished cards from last year will be used this year.

Milk cards will be $20 for 20 milk or $10 for 10 milk (half card).  If you choose to purchase a card for your child (ren), the card will be kept in the milk room and hole punched at each purchase.  Once the card is finished, then your child (ren) will get a reminder note to take home letting you know that their card is finished.  If you choose to not purchase a milk card, the price is $1.25 per carton (250 ml).  The benefit of having a milk card means that it’s more economical and convenient.

Please fill out the form and return to the school if you wish to purchase a card for your child (ren).  Cheques should be made payable to GLASLYN CENTRAL SCHOOL.  The proceeds from the milk go toward the Elementary Fund.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 MILK CARD FORM

Name of 

Student (s)__________________________________

Grade (s)________________________________

Circle one:      White
or      Chocolate

Amount  Enclosed- $_____________________

A message from the Public Health Nurse.  (Sept-High School) 

Although every teenager knows that smoking is harmful, everyday another teen has their first drag.  Teens are likely to try cigarettes first, which some researchers say are more addicting than heroin!  Ask any smoker why they continue to smoke and most will say it’s because they can’t quit.  Cigarettes hamper your freedom because many places are non-smoking environments and second hand smoke harms those who are exposed.  Smoking shortens your life with every puff you take-some say as much as two and a half hours for every pack.  It also robs your wallet!! Lung cancer is the second most common cancer in both men and women with 25,300 new cases in Canada in the past year.  Lung cancer is also the leading cause of cancer death in both men and women (Canadian Cancer Statistics, 2011).  If you would like to quit or limit your smoking call the Smoker’s Helpline at 1-877-513-5333 or go to www.smokershelpline.ca
Senior Girls Volleyball

Miss Stoebich and I are excited to kick off a new year with our Sr. Girls Volleyball team.  We have already had three practices, and are looking forward to some upcoming games and tournaments.  Our first game will be on September 21st in Turtleford.  We are all anxiously anticipating MegaVolley in Maidstone from September 22-24th.  Our team consists of 13 girls: Karleigh Morin, Danika McConnell, Santana Foulds, Aia Horinouchi, Paige Ryder, Lori Allen, Jacqueline Toews, Lindsay Wells, Karlie Rose, Kimberly Bower, Alison Hazzard,  Alexandria Halliwell, and Terri Gilroyd.   We have a lot of talent, and are looking forward to a successful Volleyball year.  Here are some of our upcoming events.  Please come out and cheer us on!

September 21st- Game in Turtleford

September 22-24- Mega-Volley in Maidstone

October 1st- Tournament in Leoville

October 5th- Game in Glaslyn

October 12th- Game in Thunderchild

October 22-23- Hosting Sr. Girls and Boys tournament in Glaslyn

October 26th- Game in St. Walburg

October 28-29- Tournament in Big River

Please come out and cheer us on!

-
Mrs.Wells
IAP Kids Plus™ Accident Insurance

Did you know our school board does not insure expenses for student injuries that happen on school grounds or during school activities?  You are responsible for these expenses as a parent or guardian.

IAP Kids Plus™ Accident Insurance offers protection against the unexpected costs of injury from accidents, and is especially valuable for families who:

•
do not have medical or dental plans, 

•
have limited plans, as it may help supplement health and dental benefits, or

•
have active children who enjoy sports and outdoor activities.

For your convenience, we have made arrangements for families to voluntarily purchase student accident insurance through the IAP Kids Plus™ Accident Insurance program, underwritten by Industrial Alliance Pacific Insurance and Financial Services Inc. (“IAP”).

IAP Kids Plus™ Accident Insurance has a selection of plans to suit most budgets. Benefits include coverage for:  

•
The full school year (September to September), 24 hours a day, whether at school or at home;

•
Expenses that are often limited or not covered by private or group insurance plans, or Provincial Health Insurance Plans - such as ambulance, physiotherapy, private tutoring, counseling, and much more; 

•
Injury-related dental treatment (including future dental treatment up to age 26);

•
Out-of-province or country emergency medical expenses.

If your address changes during the school year, your IAP Kids Plus™ Accident Insurance plan is transferable from school to school, anywhere in Canada.

Insurance premiums range from $13.50 to $31.95 per year, depending on the plan selected, and your child is covered all the time, not just while at school.  A discounted premium is available for families with 3 or more children.  

For more information or to apply online, please visit www.iapkidsplus.com, or speak with an IAP Kids Plus™ Client Service Representative at 1-800-556-7411.    

For Sale Upright Piano
The school has an upright piano for sale.  Please send offers to Mr. Goota.  The best offer will be accepted.

Cell Phone Policy

The school understands the importance of parents being able to communicate with their children to coordinate after school plans and cell phones help achieve that goal.  To ensure that cell phone use is appropriate, students at Glaslyn Central School are asked to use their cell phones only during breaks and lunch hour.  Students are not to take their cell phones into class and are to leave their phones off in their lockers.  The first time a student is found using a cell phone during class time the phone will be taken away, given to the administration and returned at the end of the day.  For a second offence the cell phone will be kept until the end of that school week and must be picked up by a parent or guardian.  A third offence will result in the student not being allowed to bring the cell phone to school for the rest of the school year.  This policy is reviewed periodically to ensure that a positive learning environment is being maintained.
Student Dress Code

Students are to dress in a manner that would indicate they take pride in themselves and our school.  The following regulation and procedures will apply to all students.
1. Clothing suitable for the gymnasium or beach is not appropriate in the classroom.

2. Clothing that advertises or suggests anything about illegal substances or that displays obscene messages or alcohol products in not acceptable at school.

3.  Head covers are to be worn for medical or religious reasons only.  Students are not permitted to wear head covers in the school at any time during the day.
4. Clothing should cover the student from the neck to the mid thigh as a minimum.  Shirts/blouses/tops must overlap pants/jeans/slacks/skirts.

5. Clothing such as “tube tops”, “halter tops”, “spaghetti tops” and “muscle shirts” are not appropriate for school and do not meet the school’s dress code.

6. All items that are designated underwear must not be showing and must be undercover.

7. Clothing worn in the gym would not include tight clothing or shorts that are deemed too revealing.

8. There may be school days under special events (e.g. theme days, “Spirit Week”), which allow for some flexibility in the school’s dress code.  The principal shall indicate to the student if a certain activity allows for a slight modification of the expected dress standards.
9. If a student arrives at school in clothing that does not meet the school’s student dress code, the principal or designate will inform the student as to what changes must occur for him/her to remain in school that day.  If necessary, the principal shall contact a parent to inform him/her that appropriate clothing will need to be brought to the school immediately or the parent will be required to take the student home.

10. Please refrain from the excessive use of perfume and cologne.

L.E.T. Program

The staff is undertaking a new initiative at our school which we believe will have a positive impact upon our student learning.  Beginning on Monday, September 12 our regular school class periods (6) will be reduced by 4 minutes to create a new 24 minute class which will be designated as our Learning Enhancement Time (LET for short).  Involving all students from grades 3-12, LET will focus on two major areas.  First, on days 1, 3, 4 and 6 students will be reading in their homerooms for 22 minutes then responding to their reading in a journal.  Student’s readings are materials selected by the students rather than assigned reading from their teacher.  So why are we doing this as a 3-12 school initiative?  The educational research indicates that reading books was the best prediction of a student’s reading proficiency (Fielding 1988).  More importantly, students reading their own selections have been shown to do better in comprehension, writing style, vocabulary, spelling and grammatical development (Krasher, 2004).  The research is overwhelming in the positive outcome of silent sustained reading.

On the other two days (2 and 5) our 6-12 students will be using the LET period to complete homework, assignments, and projects or seek help from other teachers.  Students in grades 3, 4 and 5 are going to be using their LET periods exclusively for reading, since they seldom have assigned homework like students in high school.  Some may be asking why the kindergarten, grade 1 and 2 classes are not participating in the LET program.  First, our elementary students are in the early developmental stages of their reading and do not need 24 minutes of sustained silent reading.  Second, our students do sustained silent reading in short blocks throughout the day.  So, while our elementary students are not formally a part of the LET program, they receive many opportunities to develop their reading skills.


Students will be responsible for selecting their novels prior to the LET period.  Students will be accountable for their reading through their reading journals which will be part of their English Language Arts mark.


Our LET program gives students the sustained time to practice their reading.  By scheduling the same time for our 3-12 students it sends an important message that reading is something we value and honour at our school.

The greatest change to the school programming will be the introduction of the LET period to the timetable.  The noon hour lunch break starting Monday, September 12 will occur from 11:55-12:49 instead of 11:41-12:36.


If you have any questions regarding the Learning Enhancement Time please phone the school at 342-2114.  Thank you.

September 2011
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