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Meeting Date: August 17, 2023

Highlight 1: Delegation – Sara Baudria, Auditor from Grant Thornton

Key Messages:
Pre-audit presentation. Each year Northwest School Division undergoes an audit from an outside party to ensure the division administration meets the responsibilities and financial obligations outlined by the Ministry of Education. Grant Thornton is the current auditor for NWSD and Sara Baudria will be the team lead for the upcoming audit. Sara outlined the parameters for the audit. 

Highlight 2: Celebrations

Canadian School Boards’ Association (CSBA) National Trustee Gathering – NWSD was represented by two trustees at this conference. The theme was Leading the Path Forward.  The program included professional development events, renowned keynote speakers, timely and relevant learning opportunities, and engaging workshops. This was a wonderful opportunity to learn more about Indigenous education, school board governance, as well as Equity, Diversity and Inclusion.

LEADS – New Superintendents approved and official LEADS members
Superintendents of Curriculum & Instruction, Cheryl Treptow and Dawn Paylor, were inducted into the LEADS organization – League of Educational Administrators, Directors and Superintendents. The Board looks forward to working with Cheryl and Dawn.

Jordan’s Principle – Grant approved for NWSD
Jordan’s Principle is a federal program to support Indigenous children in provincial systems. Northwest School Division has received funding from Jordan’s Principle for several positions for the 2023-2024 school year, including a full-time Counsellor and several Educational Assistants.

Inclusion Saskatchewan’s promotion of the NWSD/PACE partnership for the Communication Support Associate position
Inclusion Saskatchewan has recognized the partnership between NWSD and Meadow Lake group PACE (People Advocating for Children with Exceptionalities) as a model to be used around the province to support inclusion. The two organizations jointly fund a position – Communication Support Associate – as a bridge between the school team and family, to create shared understanding for a student’s goals at school.

King Family inducted into Saskatchewan Hockey Hall of Fame – Aug. 25
The Saskatchewan Hockey Hall of Fame is inducting a Meadow Lake family with many ties to the Northwest School Division at an upcoming ceremony held in Meadow Lake. The King family includes current NWSD teacher, Dayna, and Learning Coach, Danene. 

Next meeting date: September 14, 2023
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