			[image: ]


[image: ]March Board Highlights



Meeting Date: March 14, 2024


Highlight 1: Student Voice

Key Messages:
Throughout February, NWSD administration met with student representatives between grade 9-11 to hear about their school experience and provide an opportunity for students to have their voices heard on an array of topics. The students brought feedback from their peers, as well as their own insights, to help assist the Board of Education in setting priorities for the coming school year.

Highlight 2: Transportation Presentation

Key Messages:
The Transportation Department recruitment efforts have paid off this year, as they have been able to fill multiple routes that have opened up during the school year.

Through Try-a-Bus days in Meadow Lake, interested potential drivers have been able to test drive a school bus under the supervision of the Transportation Department. This opportunity has encouraged more applicants to come forward, and will be used as part of future recruiting strategies.


Highlight 3: Student Services

Key Messages:
The Student Support Services department continues to see an increase in overall needs, year over year, across the school division.

In the 2023-2024 school year we have seen an increase in 38 IIPs from the previous year. There has also been an increase in Educational Assistants, up 5 from the previous year, and this includes increases through additional funding sources, such as Jordan’s Principle and Early Learning Intensive Supports.

Across the division there are 14 Early Learning Intensive Supports (ELIS) spaces for students entering Kindergarten. These spaces are in Lakeview, Jubilee, and JH Moore Elementary Schools. The spaces are in high demand, and there is a waitlist for the spots.

The NWSD counselling team has seen an overall increase of 2% in students accessing services. In total, 9% of all students access counselling services.

The division saw an increase of 12 English as an Additional Language (EAL) students from the previous year. 

The NWSD Family Advocate is supporting 104 students currently. The Family Advocate role has been instrumental in helping families overcome barriers to their students attending school regularly.


Highlight 4: Celebrations

Key Messages:

Mental Health Symposium, featuring various speakers and a student mental health panel, will be held at Paradise Hill on Wednesday, March 27. Over 80 staff from across NWSD will be in attendance.


Next meeting: April 18, 2024
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