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Meeting Date: June 12, 2025


Human Resources Report

Deputy Director of Education, Davin Hildebrand, shared a comprehensive Human Resources update with the Board. Recruitment efforts for the 2025-2026 school year have been highly successful, with nearly all teaching positions filled.

A tentative three-year agreement has been reached with CUPE, marking significant progress in negotiations. The agreement is expected to be ratified at the August Board meeting.
The division continues to support future educators by hosting student teachers from the University of Regina and University of Saskatchewan. These placements provide valuable experience for the students and allow NWSD to showcase its schools and staff to potential future hires.

The Live Well staff wellness program wrapped up another successful year. Staff participated in a variety of monthly activities, both individually and as school teams, and enjoyed the return of the popular staff golf tournament.

2025-2026 Budget

The Board of Education unanimously approved the 2025-2026 budget for the Northwest School Division. The approved budget reflects the division’s continued commitment to supporting student learning, maintaining safe and welcoming schools, and investing in staff and classroom resources. The Board expressed appreciation for the careful planning and collaboration that went into developing a budget that aligns with divisional priorities while remaining fiscally responsible.

As a final step, the approved budget will be submitted to the Ministry of Education.

Strategic Plan 2025–2028 Approved

The Board of Education has officially approved the Northwest School Division’s 2025–2028 Strategic Plan. This forward-thinking plan outlines three key priorities: Student Engagement & Programming, Mental Health & Well-Being, and Recruitment & Retention. Each priority is supported by clear goals and action steps to guide the division’s work over the next three years.

Importantly, the plan is fully aligned with Saskatchewan’s Provincial Education Plan, reinforcing NWSD’s commitment to student achievement, well-being, Indigenous education, and smooth transitions through all stages of learning.

The Strategic Plan will serve as a guiding framework for decision-making, resource allocation, and ongoing improvement—ensuring every student is supported, every staff member is valued, and every school community is empowered to thrive.

Changeroom Usage Administrative Procedure

In response to a Ministry of Education directive, all Saskatchewan school divisions are required to develop an Administrative Procedure (AP) for Changeroom Usage in Schools by June 30, 2025. Northwest School Division has completed a thorough development and consultation process to meet this requirement.

The draft procedure was shared with School Community Councils (SCCs) and school administrators for feedback, and reviewed by legal counsel through the Saskatchewan School Boards Association (SSBA) to ensure compliance with provincial legislation and alignment with practices across the province.

The Board reviewed the finalized draft at the June meeting. The approved Administrative Procedure will be published on the NWSD website on June 30, 2025.

Celebrations:

Inclusion Saskatchewan Award
Northwest School Division has received the Dr. John Dolan Spirit of Inclusion Award from Inclusion Saskatchewan!

This incredible recognition celebrates the work happening across all of our schools to create welcoming, inclusive spaces where every student can thrive. It would not be possible without the dedicated NWSD staff, who lead with compassion and commitment every day; it is their efforts that make this award possible.

Jennifer Williamson and Jennifer Dorval proudly accepted the award on behalf of the division at the recent ceremony.

NWSD Athletes Shine at SHSAA Provincial Track & Field Meet
The Saskatchewan High School Athletics Association (SHSAA) Track and Field Provincial Championships were held in June, and student-athletes from nearly every Northwest School Division high school proudly represented their schools.

Several NWSD athletes earned podium finishes:
· Kenzie Kohut (Pierceland Central School) – Silver, Senior Girls' Javelin
· Noah Perkins (Maidstone High School) – Gold, Intermediate Boys' Quad
· Carter Churn (Lashburn High School) – Gold, Junior Boys' High Jump
· Quinn Shakotko (Carpenter High School) – Gold, Intermediate Boys' High Jump
· Bryar Carr (H. Hardcastle School) – Silver, Intermediate Boys' Javelin

Congratulations to all our athletes and coaches for their hard work, dedication, and outstanding performances at provincials!

Jubilee Elementary Secures Major Support for Nutrition Programming
Jubilee Elementary School in Meadow Lake has received nearly $30,000 in funding to support nutrition programming for the upcoming school year. These generous contributions will help ensure students have access to healthy meals and snacks throughout the day.

Funding sources include:
· $15,000 from the Mosaic School Nutrition Grant
· $9,000 from the Saskatchewan School Boards Association (SSBA) through a partnership with The Door of Hope
· $3,500 from the Meadow Lake Community Grant
· $2,000 from Farm Credit Canada (FCC)

This incredible support will have a meaningful impact on student well-being and learning. Congratulations to the Jubilee team for their outstanding work in securing these resources!

Live Well Golf Challenge Brings Staff Together
On May 24, Northwest School Division hosted the Live Well Golf Challenge at Eagle Ridge Golf Course in St. Walburg. The event welcomed 45 enthusiastic golfers from Meadow Lake, St. Walburg, Edam, Turtleford, and Maidstone.

It was a fantastic day of fun, laughter, and connection—highlighting the importance of wellness and community among staff. Thank you to everyone who participated and helped make the event a success. We look forward to teeing off again next year!

Hillmond Literacy Kit Night
Hillmond Central School recently welcomed incoming Kindergarten families to a special Literacy Kit Night, designed to help prepare students for a successful start to school this fall. Families had the opportunity to meet school staff, explore early literacy resources, and connect with one of the NWSD Speech-Language Pathologists (SLP), who supports language development at the school.

The evening was a great way to build early connections and support families as they begin their journey into Kindergarten. Thank you to all who attended and helped make the event a success!

Glee & Talent Night at Hillmond 
Hillmond Central School hosted a lively Glee and Talent Night, drawing a crowd of over 100 people to celebrate the creativity and performance skills of their students. The evening featured a variety of entertaining acts, with students sharing their talents in music, dance, and more.

It was a wonderful showcase of confidence, community spirit, and student voice. Thank you to everyone who came out to support the performers and make the night a memorable success!

Métis Author presented at Hillmond
Students in Kindergarten to Grade 4 had a special opportunity to hear from author Tasha Hilderman, who visited NWSD to read her book Métis Like Me. Following the reading, each student received a hardcover copy of the book to take home and enjoy.

A heartfelt thank you to First Book Canada for sponsoring this event and generously providing each child with a brand-new book. It was a meaningful experience that celebrated Métis culture and the joy of reading.

I Can Games Celebrate Student Abilities
On June 4, NWSD hosted the I Can Games in Turtleford, SK—an inspiring day of celebration and inclusion. Over 200 students from schools across NWSD and neighbouring First Nations communities participated in a variety of fun, student-centered activities designed to celebrate their unique abilities.

The success of the day was made possible thanks to the incredible efforts of volunteers from Turtleford School, the wider community, and NWSD staff, who led groups, facilitated events, and ensured everything ran smoothly.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to making this memorable day such a positive experience for all involved.

NWSD Hosts Second Annual Inter-School Powwow
On June 12, Northwest School Division proudly hosted its second annual Inter-School Powwow, bringing together students, staff, and community members for a powerful day of culture, connection, and celebration. Students from Following Their Voices schools attended the event, with many taking leadership roles as members of the Powwow Host Committee.

This year’s event featured 67 dancers, including more than 20 students from NWSD schools, showcasing the talent and pride of our communities. The day was filled with traditional songs, dances, and ceremonies that honored Indigenous heritage and fostered meaningful learning for all in attendance.

A special thank you to the individuals and groups who made this event a success:
· MC: Jackson Tahuka
· Arena Director: Vincent Rain
· Host Drum: Wyld Boyz
· Eagle Staff Carrier: David Kytwayhat
· Pipe Ceremony: Alex Mistickokat
· Sweat Lodge Ceremony: Elder Sydney Ben
· CHS Cree Class
· Rocking Cree, Waterhen Lake School Drum Group

Thank you to everyone who participated and helped bring this day to life. We look forward to continuing this important tradition in years to come.

Celebrating the Class of 2025
High school graduation season is in full swing across Northwest School Division, with ceremonies taking place throughout May and June to honour the Class of 2025. Schools have been celebrating the accomplishments, growth, and resilience of this year’s graduates as they prepare to take their next steps.

Each celebration reflects the unique spirit of its school community, bringing together families, staff, and students to mark this important milestone. Congratulations to all our graduates—we are proud of you and excited for what lies ahead!



Next meeting: August 14, 2025
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