🌿 Curriculum Connections (Grades 7–12)
🧪 Science
	Grade
	Outcome
	Connection

	Gr. 7
	IE7.1
	
Investigate and describe ecosystems; discuss red willow’s role in ecosystems and its reciprocal use.


	Gr. 8
	CP8.3
	Analyze how humans use plants for health; research medicinal use of red willow.

	Gr. 9
	RE9.2
	
Investigate cultural and environmental perspectives on resource use.

	Env. Science 20
	ES20-PL1 & ES20-PL3
	Study plant life, traditional plant use, and sustainability.

	Biology 30
	BI30-LI1
	Explore biodiversity and traditional ecological knowledge (TEK).



📖 English Language Arts (ELA)
	Grade
	Outcome
	Connection

	Gr. 7–9
	CR (Comprehend and Respond)
	Reflect on Elder’s story as a form of oral literature; respond personally, critically.

	Gr. 7–9
	CC (Compose and Create)
	
Write personal reflection, create poetry or narrative inspired by the land, tipi teachings, or protocol.


	Gr. 10–12
	AR, CR, CC Outcomes
	Analyze traditional oral texts, conduct interviews, write response essays, journal reflections, visual storytelling.

	All
	Multimodal Texts
	
Create short videos, digital stories, or zines on red willow or tipi values.



🏕️ Social Studies / Indigenous Studies / Treaty Education
	Grade
	Outcome
	Connection

	Gr. 7
	IN7.2 & DR7.1
	Explore Indigenous worldviews and connection to land.

	Gr. 8
	RW8.1
	
Examine traditional economies and land-based resource use.

	Gr. 9
	PA9.3
	
Understand protocols, community roles, and governance.

	History 10
	HT10-1
	
Learn about Indigenous histories through land-based stories.

	Native Studies 10–30
	NAT10-IN1, NAT20-CI2, NAT30-CI4
	Connect tipi teachings, Elders, ceremony, and cultural protocol.

	
Treaty Education
	All grades
	Understand land relationships, traditional governance, and ceremonial teachings.



✏️ Project, Writing & Reflection Ideas

1. Red Willow Medicine Project
· Research the uses of red willow (kinikinik, dogwood) across Indigenous communities.
· Compare traditional uses with Western herbal medicine.
· Deliver as posters, zines, or short videos.

2. Protocol & Tipi Teachings Reflection
· Write a reflection on the meaning of the tipi teaching that resonated most.
· Prompt: "What does this teaching mean for how I walk on the land?"
· Connect it to the act of making a tobacco offering.

3. Create a Land-Based Teaching Guidebook
· In small groups, students can write and illustrate a guidebook page on one of:
· Red willow uses
· Making tobacco offerings
· Tipi teachings
· Proper protocol with Elders
· Signs of sîkwan and their cultural significance

4. Sacred Bundle Poetry or Spoken Word
· Compose a poem inspired by the red willow, land, and teachings received.
· Use nature imagery, Cree or Michif words, and emotion from the day.
· Optional: perform as spoken word or film reading in nature.

5. Reciprocity Art Installation
· Create natural art using materials collected respectfully (e.g. willow twigs, stone, etc.) that represents one of the tipi teachings or a "reciprocal relationship" with the land.
· Include artist statements with reflections.

💬 Wholistic Student Reflection Prompts (7–12)
	Domain
	Reflection Prompt

	Mental (Mind)

	What teachings did I learn from the Elder and the land?

	Physical (Body)

	How did my body connect to the land during this learning?

	Emotional (Heart)
	How did it feel to participate in a tobacco offering?

	Spiritual (Spirit)
	What values or teachings do I carry forward from today’s experience?



